Literacy - Speaking and listening Plan 

Attainment of curriculum objectives: In the absence of any standardised tests in this area teachers used variety of checklists to build a profile of each child. Teacher observation of the child during classroom activities also formed part of the assessment. The tests were customised to suit each class level. Different aspects of speaking and listening were covered in the checklists – Measuring digit span, auditory processing perception and listening comprehension.

Pupils engagement in learning: Pupils surveyed revealed that in general children have a positive attitude towards speaking and listening. Within the whole school, in answer to the question, “I can hear, but do I listen ?” 40% always listen, 59% sometimes listen, 1% never listen.

Teaching approaches: Teacher discussion of classroom practice shows that teachers use a wide variety of activities to foster good listening and speaking – buddy reading, pair work, hold a sentence technique, give me five instruction.

Summary of main areas requiring improvements (Vision): 

· Attainment of curriculum objectives – Oral Language development

· Pupils engagement in learning and teaching approaches- Collaborative and co-operative work  

· Pupils engagement in learning and teaching approaches - Differentiation    

All pupils will gain further proficiency in oral language skills with a focus on listening and speaking. Children will be equipped with the necessary skills to engage in cooperative learning a meaningful and enjoyable way that will ultimately impact on their learning. Children need to improve the ability to listen with understanding and respond orally in a confident and coherent manner. Teachers will provide more differentiation at each class level to ensure that children are suitably challenged regardless of ability.         
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	 Target 1:

That the children will become active listeners through the development of a range of listening activities tailored

to suit their needs. These activities will have an impact on all areas of the curriculum as the children improve their listening skills during classroom activities.

Target 2:

That the children will develop skills to be able to respond orally in a confident and coherent manner. That they will be able to organise their thoughts before speaking, improve vocabulary and sentence structure, present ideas in a logical sequence etc.  This objective will be attained through the development of a range of speaking activities tailored to suit the class and then needs of the pupils.


	· To actively engage in internal and external CPD in the area of oral language as appropriate e.g. within staff, education centre courses, NCCA website, PDST website

· Each teacher will commit to conducting discrete O.L. lessons with emphasis on speaking and listening 40 – 50 mins. per week

· Develop a whole school plan for oral language based on successful teaching and learning strategies

	· Children will begin to demonstrate observable improvements in oral language skills and behaviours during classroom activities 

· Children will show improvements in their scale scores

· Children will become more self aware in their attitude towards speaking and listening and this will have a positive affect on their classwork.

· Teacher will observe improvements in speech and language during classroom activities.

	· Principal to arrange, all teachers to engage 

· Designated staff member (deputy principal) to organise all teachers to engage.


	· Sept. 2013 – June 2014




